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DRU r. xxxiLlf6. 


Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
People and unwiſe? 


The whole Verſe ſtands thus, 


Do ze thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
People and unwiſe? Is not he thy Father 
that hath bought thee? hath not he made thee 
and eſtabliſbd thee ? p 


HE Title of this Chapter is Mo- 
ſes's Song of God's Mercy and 
Vengeance to the People of the 

Jews: He recounts unto them firſt the 
Mercies and ſeveral Favours God had 
beſtowed on them, but foretells them too 
that if they prov'd ungrateful and rebelli- 
ous, the Day of their Calamity was at 
hand, and that the things, the fearful 
things, that would come upon them made 
haſte, v. 35. 

My Text in particular ſeems to pre-ſup- 
pole ſome very remarkable Favours and 
Prerogatives beſtowed on them ; but then 
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it as ſharply upbraids them too, that after 
ſo many Mercies and Privileges ſo ſignally 
conferred on them from time to time, they 
ſhould at laſt prove ſo fooliſh as to requite 
their Lord and Father ill, who had thewn 
ſo much Care, Love, and tender Compaſ- 


ſion for them. 


Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 


People and unwiſe ? Is not he thy Father 


that hath bought thee? hath not he made 
thee and eftabliſh'd thee? 


In which Words I ſhall conſider theſe 
Four Particulars; 


Firſt, The Suppoſition or Implication of 
the Text, God's Love and Mercies to the 
People of the Jews. 


Secondly, Their baſe Ingratitude, and un- 
worthy Requital of his Favours. 


Thirdly, Their juſt Rebuke from the 
Prophet Mo/es for this their diſhonourable 
Treatment of him. 


To which, Fourthly, I ſhall add the juſt 
Recompence they receiv'd, and the Puniſh- 
ment inflicted on them for their thus re- 
quiring the Lord with Ingratitude and Re- 

ellion againſt him. | 


Fifthly 


(5s) 


Fifthly and laſtly, I ſhall make Applica- 
tion of them all, as they beſt ſuit with the 
ſolemn Occaſion of our meeting at this 
time. | 


There is nothing difficult in the Text, 
but only to explain what the Prophet here 
means by buying, and making them. Bought 
them? not with Silver, and Gold, and cor- 
ruptible things, but he by his good Provi- 
dence had redeem'd them from the Bon- 
dage of Egypt, and the Tyranny of King 
Pharoah; he made them; not by Creation, 
or after the Similitude of Adam and Eve, 
but he made them his Children and pecu- 
liar People by Adoption and Covenant with 
them, and finally ettabliſh'd them a People. 
Which Explanation does naturally lead me 
to diſcourſe on the firſt Head, which is to 
repreſent unto you the many Mercies, Fa- 
vours, and Prerogatives which God be- 
ſtowed on the Jews, 

All the time of their Bondage and Di- 
ſtreſs, while they ſojourn'd in the Land of 
Egypt, how were they ſuſtain'd and deli- 
ver'd by the Care and Providence of God 
and the Miniſtry of his Servant Mo/es? Even 
by Signs, and Wonders, and Miracles he 
ſupported and confirm'd their Faith, and 


Con- 
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convinc'd their very Enemies themſelves at 
laſt that the only true God was with them 
alone, and that he alone had been their 
mighty Deliverer. | 

And when upon their Departure they 
were purſued by Pharoah and all his Hoſt, 
with Intent u:terly to deſtroy them, or bring 
them back, with what an amazing Miracle 
did he ſave and deliver them, and deſtroy 
their Enemies? The Waters of the Red Sea 
were in an Inſtant divided, and ſtood on 
each Side as a Heap, or immovable W all till 
the Iſraclites got over ſafe; but they clos'd 
again upon the Zgyprians when they ex- 
pected the ſame eaſie Paſſage, and ſo they 
were all drown'd. 

In their ſeveral Stages and tedious Wan- 
drings thro? the howling Wilderneſs, a bar- 
ren and dry Land, he always comforted and 
{urpriz'd them with preſent and miraculous 
Relief and Supplies; when they were hun- 
gry and thirſiy, and their Sculs fainted in 


them, he ſinote the ſtony Rock and the Waters 


guſhed out, and gave them Bread from Hea- 
ven. He viſibly conducted them as it were 
with thoſe two Symbols of his Preſence, 
with a Cloud by Day, and all the Night long 
with a Light or Pillar of Fire, Plal. xxxvit. 
14. Ever and anon he buoy'd up their 
deſponding and unbelieving Hearts with 
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freſh Aſſurances of a Settlement in the 
Land of Promiſe, as he had ſworn unto 
their Fathers, to Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 


cob. 
And when they came into the Land of 


' Canaan, a good and a fat Land, even flow- 
ing with Milk and Honey, he beat down 


their Enemies on every vide, and made 
their Children ts multiply as the Stars of 
Heaven. He rais'd them up Prophets, and 


Judges, and Captains to inſtruct them in 


the Worſhip of him their true God, to ex- 
ecute his Statutes and Judgments, to pre- 
ſerve and maintain Civil Peace and Juſtice 
among them, to fight their Battles and lead 
out their Armies againſt their Enemies, and 


bleſt them with wondrous Victories and 


Succeſs; for the compleating of which he 
once alter'd the very Courſe of Nature, he 
arreſted the Sun and Moon, the Sun [tood 


ſtill in Gibeon, and the Moon in the Valley 


of Ajalon, until the People had avenged 
themſelves of their Enemies. He had en- 
ter'd into Covenant with them, a Covenant 
of Grace and Protection, and adopted them 
as his own peculiar People, and made them 
a holy Nation. He committed unto them 
his Oracles, and appointed unto them an e- 


ſtabliſh'd Prieſthood, the Sons of Aaron, 


and at laſt built them a moſt glorious Tem- 
| ple. 
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1 
ple. What Nation was there ſo great that 


had God ſo nigh unto them? or had Statutes 
and Judgments ſo Righteous as thoſe he 


had ſet before them? He had not dealt fo 


with any Nation, neither had the Heathen 
Knowledge of his Laws. Pal. cxlvii. ver. 
the laſt. 

But now, notwithſtanding all theſe Mer- 
cies, Privileges, and Immunities from God, 
thus abundantly beſtowed on them, what 
Recompence and Reward did he receive 
from them? God never beſtows any Ho- 
nours, or diſpences his Mercies to any 
People, but he expects, as juſtly he may, 
the Tribute of Gratitude and Acknow- 
ledgment, of Love and Obedience from 
them; This is what he ſo frequently told 
the Jews all the time of theſe his gracious 
Dealings with them: That f they world 
obſerve his Statutes and Judgments to keep 
and do them, and would take care zt 
to corrupt themſelves, then he would 
make them à great and mighty Nation, and 
they ſhould ride upon the high Places of the 
Earth, v. 13. Elſe who were thoſe Sons of 
Jacob, that they ſhould be thus viſited and 
regarded by him? So that tho? God did 
thus endear, and engage them, thus won- 


derfully Raiſe, Protect, and Eſtabliſh this 


People of the Zews, yet this was only a 
| N gracious 


CF 


gracious Covenant with them, on condi- 
tion, that they would Serve, Obey, and 


Honour him alone, and not follow after 


the Gods of the Heathens, which are real- 
ly no Gods, but Wood and Stone. 

I come now then to Treat the Second 
General Head of my Diſcourſe, whichis, to 
examine how this Nation of the Jews, ſo 


beloved by God, and, as one would think, 


ſo ſtrongly endeared by him, did carry 
and demean themſelves under his repeated 
Mercies, and Favours to them. How did 
they requite this their Lord and Father, 
who had thus Bought, Made, and Eſta- 
bliſh'd them, How? 
As they did not deſerve theſe Mercies 
before they receiv'd them; ſo now after 
they had receiv'd them ſtill they walk'd 


 Unworthy of them, fo that yyhat ſhould 


Wealth, 


have been unto them for th 


prov'd unto them an Occaſion of |Falling. 


Jeſhurun waxed fat and kicked, he for- 


gat God that made and form'd him, and 


lightly eſteemed the Rock of his Salvation ; 
v. 15, 18. they grew Infolent and Proud, 


and vainly boaſted that they were the Sons, 
and Children of Abraham, when they 


did not the Works of Abraham. 
'They boldly preſum'd upon Mercy and 
Deliverance, becauſe God had ſworn unto 


B their 


(10) 
their Fathers, and when they were delive- 
red they committed Abominations. 

They chang'd their Religion, and com- 
pelled Aaron to make them Gods that ſhould 
go before them, they erected the Molten 
Calf, which they Worſhip'd and Sacrific'd 
to, and blaſphemonuſly cry'd out ; Theſe are 
thy Gods, O Iſrael, that brought thee up 
out of the Land of Egypt; when the Lord 
their God alone had brought them out. 
And when they were ſetled in the Land of 
Canaan, they turn'd downright Idolaters, 
they ran after ſtrange Gods, and worſhip'd 
them ander ever Green Tree, and in eve- 
15 Grove, nay, they Sacrific'd to Devils, 
and Baal himſelf at laſt became their God. 

To this Sin of Idolatry, they added that 
of Rebellion, and Sedition. They were al- 
ways hankering after a Return into Egypt, 
were ever murmuring againſt Mz/es, and 
deſpairing of God's Protection; they prov'd 
ungrateful and unthankful to their Delive- 
rers, and ſacrilegiouſly rebelPd againſt Moſes 
and Aaron, and flatly told them that they 
took too much upon them, as you read in the 
Hiſtory of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram; 
they made that ſcandalous, and Schiſma- 
tical Revolt of the Ten Tribes, and follow- 
ed 7eroboam into Samaria, who erected 
there a New Government, and a New 
Church. Hence 


9 o 
f 
Wi! 
0 
* 


v»” mid f 1 Wo AQ = 2 


79 
= 


C423 
Hence they naturally arriv'd to a Spirit, 
and Temper of Implacable Malice, mutual 


Animoſity and Revenge; the State had two 


different Kings, and the Church was rent in 
twain; they were all divided into Jews, 
and Samaritanes, who would not ſo much 
as ſalute, or look at one another; nothing 
was heard among them but Heretic, and 
Schiſmatick, and Fire was ever and anon 
call d down from Heaven to deſtroy one a- 
nother ; and all this forſooth out of a lying 
Zeal for the Temple of the Lord, the Temple 
of the Lord, Jer. vii. 4. Thus the contend- 
ing Parties remain'd like fooliſh Children, 
pelting and throwing Stones at one another, 


till at laſt they were ſurpriz'd with their 


own Ruin. 
All which being well conſider'd, who 


can blame this ſharp and ſevere Rebuke, 
and Expoſtulation of the Prophet Moſes, 
' when he calls them a People fooliſh and 
unwiſe; and thus frankly upbraids them 


with Ingratitude to their God? which 
brings me to the Third Particular of the 
Text, which is to conſider the Prophet's 
Charge of Folly and Ingratitude againſt 
them. He puts not the Queſtion here by 


way of Doubt, but more ſtrongly charges 


them with Fact, and downright Ingrati- 
tude,” which is the juſt Interpretation of 
many ſuch like Queſtions in Holy Scri- 
pture, B 2 Mo- 


(12) 


Moſes 1s not ſingular and alone in this | 


Complaint againſt them, but God has fre- 
quently thus zeftify'd againſi them by his 


Spirit in the Prophets, as 'tis expreſꝰ d 4 


4\ eh. ix 30. 

Hence they are frequently ſtil'd in Scri- 
pture, a Stiff-necked, a Hardned, a Bacł- 
flyding, Rebellious and Ongrateful People; 
this cauſed that loud and zealous Appeal 
of the Prophet T/2iah, even to Heaven 
and Earth, as Witneſs againſt them, Hear 
O Heaven, and give Ear O Hartb, I have 
noure/ſp'd and brought up Children, but they 
baus rebelled againſt me; this made God 
by his Prophet Ho/ea complain, that as 
they were increaſed by him, ſo they ſinned a- 
gainſt bim. Holea 4. 7. | 

Tis the very Nature of Ingratitude 
to repay Love, and Favours received, 
with Neglect, Scorn, and Forgetfulneſs, 
and to recompence Evil for Good; and 
the greater the Perſon is that condeſcends 
to beſtow his Favours, and the meaner the 
Perſon is that receives them without a pro- 
per Requital for them, ſo much higher is 
the Aggravation of this Sin of Ingratitude. 
Ingratitude has always been reputed the 
dumm of that is Ill, tis ſo contrary to all 
the Faculties of the Mind, that it whets 
and exaſperates the very mildeſt Natures 
wich Indignation and Abhorrence; ſay but 


hit Vine would have brought 
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a Man 18 Ungrateful, and vou fix imme - 


diately a Complication of all Iniquity upon 


him; there is ſo ſtrong an Union and A- 
greement between doing and returning 


Good, between the Giver and Receiver, 
that they cannot be parted without violence 
to our Nature, and without raiſing Wonder 
and Amazement in the Beholders ; nay, we 
are prompt to revenge nothing ſo ſeverely 
as a baſe Requital for a good Turn. 

And if this be the State of the Caſe be- 
tween Man and Man, ſurely it is much 
more ſo in the Caſe between God and 
Man; God is a Being tranſcendent, and 
Independent, and Man a poor, naked, 
helpleſs Worm; if then God vouchſafes to 
condeſcend, by the ties of Love and Be- 
neficence, to oblige and engage ſo mean 
a Creature as Man, and thus to unite him 
to himſelf, how intolerable and daring 
a Sin is it, not to Love, Serve, and Obey 
ſo gracious a Maſter, and ſo kind a Friend 


and Benefactor? O moſt prodigious Impiety?! 


After ſo much dreſſing, and pruning, and 
manuring, God might have expected that 
forth good 


Grapes, but behold it brought forth wild 
: Grapes, their Grapes were Grapes of Gall, 
and their Cluſters bitter, ver. 32. they re- 
guited the Lord that bought them, made 
and eftabliſh*d them, with the baſeſt 1115 
titude 
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: (14) 
titude for 'the moſt obliging Favours, for 
as he had encreaſed them, ſo they ſinned a- 
gainſt him. 
Hut now what Remark does the Prophet 
Hes make upon this Exchange of din, and 
Ingratitude, for the Encreaſe of Mercy ? e- 


i this, that God would 7zherefore turn 
ir Glory into Shame; As they were en. 
_ greaſed, ſo they ſinned againſt me, therefore 
ill turn their Glory into Shame, Hoſea 


iv. 7. 
Which naturally leads me to the Fourth 


Particular of the Text, which is, briefly 
to remind you of the Puniſhment and 
Judgment he ſent among them, for this 
o baſe and groſs Abuſe of his Mercies and 
Favours to them. 
For this was Pharaoh's Heart ſo often 
hardned againſt them that he would not let 
them go. | * | | 
For this Neglect it was that ſo manydy'd 
in the Wilderneſs, that in the Space of 
Forty Years only there was a Generation 
almoſt entirely new. 
For this ſo baſe Ingratitude he ſo often 
rais'd them up Enemies as Thorns and 
Goads in their Sides, the Canaanztes, the 
Ammonites, the Fhiliſtines, and Afſyrians. 
For this they were ſeyeral tiches led away 


_ Captives into ſtrange Lands, and tho? thro? 


the Favour of Heathen Princes they ſome- 
| time 


a large Sea and a mighty Navy. 
happy in an excellent Polity, and Govern- 
ment, both in Church and State, eſtabliſh'd 


(is ) 


time returned into their own Country, yet 


the Polity of their Church and State was 
defac'd; Jeruſalem at laſt was turn'd- into 
ruinous Heaps, and their glorious Temple 
was pull'd down, and the Abomination' of 


"Deſolation was ſet up, and Idol- Altars were 
built throughout the Cities of Judah on every 
Side, 1 Mack. i. 54. 


Then there was 20 
Viſion among them, no Prophets appear'd 
for near 500 Years. 

Thus God prepar'd them for a final Judg- 


| ment, and then the Romans came, and took 


away at once their Place and Nation, {0 
that they were no more a People. : 
And thus having diſpatch'd the ſeveral 


"Particulars of the Text, I come now at laſt 


to apply the Text, and what I have delt- 
ver'd, to our own Country, and make ſome 
ſuitable Reflections to the Occaſion of our 
meeting on this Day. | 
How has God bleſt this our native Land, 
with Plenty, and Pleaſures of all kinds, ſo 
that we may conceive our ſelves planted in 
another Canaan? We are fenced off from 
the ſudden Inroads of our Neighbours by 
We are 


by wiſe and righteous Laws, by which our 
Lives and Properties are ſecured, ſo that 
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we may ſit eaſie, if we pleaſe, under ov; 
"own Vines and Fig- trees, enjoying the 
Fruits of our own Labours. We are bleſt 
with an excellent Confeſſion of Faith, wel! 


reform'd from the avaritious Corruptions 


of the Church of Rome, zealouſly main- 
tained by our Clergy, wiſely ſupported by 
our Senate, and valiantly defended by our 
Worthies of War and mighty Men of Valour, 
who willingly offer themſetves for us, for 
which let our very Hearts be towards them. 
But above all, how have we been conſtantly 
protected by our moſt gracious God, and 
moſt wonderfully deliver'd by him in the 
Days of our Diſtreſs, from the open and ſe- 
cret Attempts of all our Enemies? ſo that 
now we ſtand, and may we {till ſtand, the 
Envy and Terror of thoſe that wiſh not 
well to our Sion. 

But now, to follow and purſue my Text, 
how has England required this tranſcen- 
dent Love and Favour of God unto us? 
The Parallel between Jae! and Enrg- 
land is too plain, my Brethren, to need 
much, or indeed any Application from 
me; your own Meaitations perhaps may 
more ſenſibly affect you, But is not our 


Requital juſt after the ſame Meaſure of In- 
gratitude? We now are grown up to ſuch 
a Satiety and Fulneſs of the Goſpel, that 
| x : We 


( 
we ſeem to grow weary of the Incenſe of 
our own Altars, tho' ſo happily purg'd 


from the Scandal of Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion, and after a dark and covert manner 


are attempting a Revolt; elſe how thail we 


be able to juſtify our publick joyning in the 
fame Cauſe with our Enemies of Rome, to 
the Ruin of our Country, and their Tri— 
umph and Eſtabliſhment? 

Or if this ſeems too groſs, how do we 


purſue this unhappy Pattern of the Jes 


at home? As they ſet up a new way of 
Worſhip on Mount Gerzz:m, againſt the 
eſtabliſh d Church on Mount Sion; fo we 
have ſet up Altar againſt Altar, have divi- 
ded our ſelves into as many ſeparate and 
petty Synagogues as Intereſt, Envy, or a 


miſguided Zeal and Conſcience can deviſe. 


Thus we too, in ſome fort, have our Calves 
of Separation in Dan and Bethel, in every 
Corner of the Land, many odd, perverted, 
and dangerous ways of worſhipping the 
{ſame God. 

But beſides this Reſemblance of Ido- 
latry and Schiſm, we match them too 
in Sedition and Rebellion againſt God's 
Vicegerent here on Earth, that he in his 


Mercy and good Providence has ſet over 


us; nay we our ſelves have ſet over our 
ſelves, unleſs we have baſely ſubſcrib'd with 


our Hands, when our Hearts were far 


0 from 
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from him. We invited him over by Law, 
freely conſented to by both the contending 
Parties, and have eſtablith'd and recogniz d 
him by an Oath of Allegiance, and then 
endeavour to ſend him back by Rebellion 
and Perjury. What! will we, and will we 
not, almoſt at the very ſame time, have ths 
Man to reign over ur? 

When we are in Diſtreſs, then we cry un- 
to the Lord,then Lord hear and help us, then 
Lord ſave us, or we periſh; but when we 
are delivered, then again who zs the Lord 
that we ſhould ſerve him? and who ig this 
Moſes that we ſhould follow and obey him? 


let us have a new God and a new King. 


However fickle and unſteady we Bri- 
tous are in our Nature, as wandring as 
the Wind, and as raging as the Sea, yet 
this is {till added to our Compoſition, that 
we have ever been a credulous and an abuſ- 
ed People, and are little or nothing elſe 
but the Tools and Machines of a certain 
Order of Men, who go about ſeeking 
whom they may devour, and turn the li orli 
#þ/ide-down to gain Numbers and Proſelytes 
to their Church, 

But, good God, are we yet zgnorant of 
their Devices, even yet, when 'tis manifeſt 
enough that almoſt all our Troubles are but 
the Reſult of the Schemes of Nome, laid 
deep, and induſtriouſſy manag'd to ruin 
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(19) 
the Church of England firſt, and then in 


courſe the whole Reformation? This is our 


ſtrong, this our ſtrange Delaſion; ſecing we 
ſee, but do not underſtand. O fooliſh People 
and unwiſe! 

But how long ſhall we be, like //ly Chit- 
dren, toſi'd to and fro, and carried about 
with every Wind of Doctrine by the ſlight 
and cunning Craftineſs of theſe Men, who 
lie in wait to deceive us firſt, and then ruin 


us: how long! 


But there is another baſe Abuſe of 


God's Love and Favour to us, in 


which we ſtill imi:ate the unhappy People 
of the Text; we foſter and encourage an 
implacable Hatred and Revenge againſt 
one another, and red-hot burning Zeal, 
without Knowledge or Conſideration; ſo 


that nothing is heard in our Streets, but 


Crucify him, ſtone him, caſt him out. Thus 


our Hearts and Tongues are ſet on fire of 
Hell, which threatens to lay waſte our 


lovely Cities and our holy Temples. And 
if the Flames thus appear on the Houſe 
Top, ſurely 'tis time for us your care- 
ful Watchmen to cry out, like Mo/es in 
the Text, to tell you of your Folly, and 
lay, Men and Brethren, what do you do? 
Fill your Buckets with Water, and quench 
the Flames, ſtop and ſeize on thoſe that 
calt thoſe Firebrands among us ; for what 
will be the End of theſe things? Which 
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brings me to the Fourth Parallel Head of it 

Diſcourſe, which is to ſhow, That the f 

End and Tendency of the Abuſe of God's O 

Love and Mercy to us, is, and will be Ven- v 

geance and Judgment. 0 

11 This was the Fall of the Jews, and this [ e 

1 fear, nay I dare ſolemnly prophecy, will be 4 

1 our Ruin too, unleſs we reform, and turn N 

1 from thoſe Errors of our Ways, unleſs we N 

141 become more thankful, faithful, and obe- 1 
Il dient unto God and our King, and practiſe 

li more Love and Charity one towards ano- tl 

Þ ther; for if we continue thus to bite and G 

| devour one another, let us take heed leſt we bi 

| be not conſumed one of another, Gal. v. 15. h. 

God has often try'd this our Native Land + Z4 

| in the Furnace of publick Affliction, in or- 2 

der to purifie and refine us, but {till we V 


come out nothing but Droſs ; he has often bl 
prun'd and dreſsd his Vine, but behold, . 44 
it bringeth forth nothing but wild Grapes. I 
But what now will the Refiner do at laſt? 7 
he will throw away the Stubborn and Re- th 
bellious Lump, and will Refine it no more; ha 
the Vine drefſer will cut down his Vine lit 
with Indignation, Why cumbreth it the th 
Ground? he will take away the Hedge and th 
WO Defence thereof, and it ſhall be trodden be 

ul down: He will remove the bright Candle- U 
flick from us, which now ſhines ſo lovely le 

in 
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in our Eyes, he will judge us at laſt by a 
final Exciſion or cutting off, when either 
our Deſtruction will come from our ſelves, 
when the fiery Zealot, and miſtaken Patri- 
ot ſhall procure our Ruin at Home; or 
elſe the Romans will come again indeed 
at laſi, aud take away our Church and Nation. 
May the God of Love, and Peace, and 
Mercy, remove theſe unhappy Omens, 
may he avert the impending Evil. 

But give me leave to tell you, that ſome- 
thing like this, I mean, the Vengeance of 
God for abuſe of his Mercies, you have 
but lately, very lately eſcaped; but ſtill he 
has once more in the midſt of his Wrath 


* thought on Mercy; the Snare is broken, and 


we are deliver'd; for which undeſerved 
Mercy, we are this Day ſolemnly aſſem- 
bled to bleſs and praiſe God for, to whom 
alone be Glory for ever, but Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name be 
the Praiſe. Not unto us: For, to ſpeak 
the Truth, amongſt Friends at leaſt, we 
have dealt very Treacherouſſy, and have 
little more to aſcribe to our ſelves than 
the Scandal and Reproach of being, if not 
the firſt Projectors, yet at laſt the joynt A- 
bettors of this Unnatural Rebellion, ſo very 
Unnatural, that, in Truth, we have Rebel- 
led againſt our ſelves, and our own apparent 


Hap- 
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Happineſs; but Oh! ler it not be told in jp 9. 
Gath nor publiſh'd iu the Streets of Aska- th 
lon, leaſt our very Enemies /augh and h:/5 fafe 
at us, and we be made a By-word to all about a 
us. How can theſe Men reconcile this pute 
baſe Attempt to God, themſelves, or their the 
own Country? With what Senſe do they proc 

plead the Danger of the Church, the Dan- bo 
ger of the Church, a fond and imaginary E- and 
vil, when they thus promote, and contrive com 
its real and inevitable Ruin? Father for- of { 
ive them, for they kno» not what they do! by! 
But let us now Sin no more, leaſt 2 worſe ons 
thing come unto us ; and let us remember, and 

and lay to Heart, that 'tis «:0d's uſual Me- 
thod of dealing with hardned Sinners, to 0 
infatuate them firſt, and then ruin them. Chr; 
My Brethren, be not High minded, but Pea 
Fear. | P 
Let us rather take the Advice of the be 
wiſe Preacher. My Sor, fear the Lord and us 4 
the King, and meddle not with thoſe that grea 
are given to change. Prov. xxiv. 21. Let our 
us take Council and keep the Commands of Dir 
the King, and that in regard of the Oath of Jud: 
God. Eccleſ. viii. 2. leaſt we add Sin unto for 
Il Sin, rebell and be perjur'd too. is b 
1 Let us be wiſe for our ſelves betimes; aur 
10 the Wiſdom of Prevention is better than dne 
the Wiſdom of Remedy; let us have Salt bene 

iu 


& 
* 
72 


d in 
ka- 
hiſs 


OUN 


7 


(23) 
in our ſelves: and have Peace one with a- 
not her, and love one another, ſo ſhall we be 


fafe, and happy, both wwe and our King. 


And ſeeing nothing has, or can contri- 


bute more to provoke God's Wrath than 


the Abuſe of his Mercies, and nothing can 


3 more the Ruin of our Country, 


th in Church and State, than Party-zeal, 
and Party-quarrels, Give me leave to re- 
commend unto you that excellent Form 
of ſound Words not long ſince appointed 
by Authority, as proper for your Meditatt- 


ons in theſe our unhappy Days of Strife 


and Contention. And let us ſay, 


O God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt our only Saviour, the Prince of 
Peace, look down with much Pity and Com- 


paſſion upon this Church and Nation; heal 


the Sores thereof, for it ſhaketh, and give 
us all Grace ſeriouſly to lay to Heart the 
great Danger we are in, eſpecially from 
our Adverſaries of Rome, by our unhappy 
Diviſions. Take away all Hatred and Pre- 


2 of judice, and whatever elſe may hinder us 
nto from godly Union and Concord; that as there 


Es; 
lan 
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ic but one Body and one Spirit, one Hope of 
aur Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Bapriſm, 
one God and Father of us all; ſo we may be 
henceforth all of one Heart and one Soul, 
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united in one holy bond of Truth, and Peace, 
of Faith, and Charity, and may with on 
Mind and one Month glorify thee, O Gog 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, A 
men. | 
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